August 10, 2010
For Immediate Release

Elizabeth Heck Named President and Chief Operating Officer of GNY Insurance Companies

NEW YORK – The Board of Directors of GNY Insurance Companies announced that at its board meeting on August 4, 2010, Elizabeth Heck was elected President and Chief Operating Officer.  
With more than 20 years of experience in the insurance industry, Ms. Heck began her career with Ernst & Young, and worked in senior corporate accounting positions for several national insurance companies prior to joining the GNY Companies in December 2001 as Controller.  In 2005 she was promoted to Senior Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer, and in 2008, Executive Vice President, before her election to President and Chief Operating Officer in 2010.  
The Succession Committee of the Company considered a number of well qualified candidates during the search for a new President and Chief Operating Officer, and concluded that Ms. Heck, who has been a respected leader deeply involved in the operations of the Company, is the right person to lead the Company into the future.   

Ms. Heck earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Accounting from Franklin & Marshall College   in Lancaster, PA in 1986, and became a Certified Public Accountant in 1988.

GNY Insurance Companies have been in continuous operation for nearly 100 years and are leading underwriters of Commercial Multi-Peril coverage in the Northeast including Upstate New York, Midwest and Mid-Atlantic regions of the country. GNY is an underwriter of habitational, light industrial, office building, restaurant risks and shopping centers, as well as a broad range of additional commercial lines classes. Consistently rated "A+" Superior, by the A.M. Best Company, GNY provides  broad coverage, competitive pricing, outstanding service to policyholders, and superior claims handling. In 2006, GNY received the 2006 Insurer of the Year Award by the Insurance Brokers Association of New York.

